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Exhibitions, narratives and the
institution – the case of the National
Museum in Kraków

The National Museum in Kraków is the oldest and the largest museum of national character in Poland.
Its current activities are based both on the contemporary challenges to museum practice but also on
the recognition of its past. The importance of such “self-consciousness” of the institution will be
analysed through particular case study – the exhibition “#heritage” organized in 2017/2018. It was
based exclusively on the museum collection seen as the residue of multifaceted and evolving national
memory. The exhibition included objects from the Middle Ages to present day and was organized to
celebrate the centenary of regaining independence of Poland. The lecture will also point out to the
future plans of the Museum and opening of its new branch in the building of a former modernist hotel
from the 1960s. It will be dedicated to design and architecture, subjects largely absent in Polish
museums, broadening thus the idea of what can be called the national heritage.
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